Causes of WW1
There are 4 MAIN Causes of World War 1:

Militarism:  Also known as the Arms Race.  Britain’s naval supremacy was challenged by Germany, as a result they increased ship production.  So too did Germany, both sides were engaged in a naval/arms race.

Alliance System:  Germany defeated France in a war in 1871.  They feared revenge so they attempted to isolate France in Europe by starting alliances and/or agreements with other countries.  By 1914 Europe was divided into 2 camps, the Triple Entente made up of Britain, France, and Russia and the Triple Alliance (also known as the central powers): Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy.

Imperialism:  In the 1800’s European countries were in a race to control overseas territories or colonies.  They were motivated by social, economic, and political reasons.  This policy of extending their “sphere of influence” saw them in competition with other countries wishing to do the same thus increasing the tension in Europe.  Britain boasted that its empire was so large that “the sun never sets on the British Empire.”  Other countries like Germany said they wanted their “time in the sun too.”
Nationalism:  This is an intense feeling of loyalty to a nation.  It can be positive, but at the turn of the twentieth century nationalism often meant hostility to other nations and feelings of superiority.  For some nations war would allow them to display their strength.  If you conclude you are the best nation than that implies others are not as good as you thus increasing tension.

