Main Points: Cuban Missile Crisis

-Cuba ruled by corrupt dictator F. Batista who is supported by USA

-Many US businesses exist in Cuba and Batisita directly benefits from these while many Cubans remain poor.

-Batista overthrown by Fidel Castro et al.

-initially Castro supported by US until he nationalizes Cuban businesses (takes them over, gov’t controlled)

-this angers many Americans

-CIA trains and equips 1300 ex-Cubans to invade and remove Castro, huge failure: Bay of Pigs incident

-USA enforces a trade embargo on Cuba, devastating to the Cuban economy eg. 98% of all Cuban sugar imported by USA

-Cuba looks for new trading partners and finds an eager ally in USSR, Castro announces he is a communist.

-US spy planes discover missile launch pads/sites in Cuba, they are outraged.  Kennedy announces a naval blockade of the island and goes on public television alarming the world of the crisis and potential impending doom.

-there exists a 13 day standoff, (brinkmanship), one of the alarming things is the lack of direct communication between US and USSR, telegrams are being sent.

-USSR eventually ends the standoff with the demands to end the blockade and not invade Cuba, follows up with the demand to remove US missiles in Turkey (remember ICBM’s/proximity and 3200km range.

-USA publicly agrees to first 2 demands and secretly to the 3rd. Disaster averted.
-Incident shocks both sides and shows the need for direct link and also arguably begins the notion of a détente or cooling down, within 10 years both sides enter into arms reduction negotiations.  

