Reasons for stalemate/western Front

• “No Man’s Land”: Troops faced each other across “stretches of land” that were tremendously dangerous to cross, thus creating a stalemate.
• Advancement was difficult because of “shell holes”, no cover for troops

• “Barb wire” impeded or inhibited troop movement

• “No Man’s Land” characteristics

• “Shell holes often filled with water”, making it difficult to advance

Use of Knowledge

• Nature of trench warfare was defensive

• The trenches remained virtually stationary in spite of the massive battles fought

• There was little or no cover for troops in no mans land leading to massive casualties, particularly as machine guns would focus their fire at gaps in the barbed wire where troops would congregate.

• Snipers made exposure deadly

• Artillery shells filled with shrapnel proved deadly to exposed troops

• Because the trenches extended along the entire length of the western front, there was no opportunity to outflank the enemy. As a result only frontal attacks were possible.

• Attempts were made to break the stalemate but technology was not up to the task, nor was the strategy and tactics of the day.

