Background: The Republic of Somalia was created in 1960, 9 years later there was a military coup. For the next 20 years under the rule of a dictator (General Barre) democracy was eliminated, industries were nationalized, and human rights were abused. In 1988 civil war broke out in the drought stricken country as Somali clans opposed Barre. By 1991 Barre had control of Northern Somalia but warlords competed for political power in the South. Part of Mogadishu, in the South, was divided between Abgall (5000 guerillas) and Aidid (10,000 guerillas).

UN Involvement: Famine spread throughout Somalia and 300,000 to 500,000 people died. Thousands fled to Mogadishu but the warlords controlled the food (supplied by UN) only giving it to people who supported them. These warlords also opposed the idea of UN military forces entering the country. Despite the best efforts of groups like UNICEF and Red Cross food destined for famine victims continued to be looted and used by those engaged on the civil war. By June 1992, 6 million faced starvation. In 1992, with Operation Restore Hope, the UN authorized the use of military force to ensure food reached the people of Somalia. In December a U.S. led operation arrived in Somalia which put UN soldiers in direct confrontation with the warring factions. In 1993 18 U.S. soldiers were killed and dragged through the streets of Mogadishu. As a result the UN mission in Somalia changed from humanitarian aid to demobilizing warring factions. Thousands died in clashes including dozens of peacekeepers. The UN was unable to maintain a cease fire, and so the mission ended in failure. UN troops were withdrawn in March 1995.* 
