British and German Attitudes on the Eve of War
Both felt war was necessary. Why?

Britain: WW1 for Britain was a war to maintain the status quo.  Britain wants to fight to keep things the way they are i.e. “The sun never sets on the British Empire.”  They are powerful and they want to keep it that way. This war for Britain was a “…cleansing thunderstorm.”  Winston Churchill 

Noble destiny and Pax Britannica
Germany: WW1 for Germany was a war about the future.  They wanted to change the balance of power in Europe.  They felt it was their turn to have their time in the ‘sun.’

“The Germans were propelled by a vision, the British by a legacy.”

