French and British Objectives at The Paris Peace Conference

France wanted two things:

1. National Security:

-wanted to remove German military threat

-demanded the return of the Alsace Lorraine region lost in the Franco Prussian War

-also wanted control of the Rhineland Region but this would violate Wilson’s policy of self-determination, instead The Rhineland became a buffer zone.  It was demilitarized, Germany was prohibited from placing troops within 50 km of its east bank.

2. Financial Reparations:

France was destroyed by war, most of the fighting on the Western Front was in France; no fighting had taken place in Germany.  France wanted payment for this damage.  They did not get as much as they wanted which would have destroyed Germany financially, instead they got 52% of a thirty year sum to be paid in installments by Germany.  Even this was too much, Germany, unable to pay, defaulted on its loans by 1922.

British Objective:

Britain wanted to ensure security of the sea lanes.  This was convenient for Britain considering it was an island and also because it was the naval arms race that was one of the main reasons Britain suspended splendid isolationism and joined the Entente. Britain did not want huge reparations placed on Germany as it feared that if Germany was too weakened communism/communists might flourish.  Ironically, another totalitarian, extreme political ideology did eventually emerge thus confirming Britain’s fears several years earlier at the Peace Conference.

League of Nations

This was US president Woodrow Wilson’s vision of a new world order.  It was intended to be an international arbitrator of disputes. A center for harmonization was one person called it.  Another politician said, “Gab, gab, gab, is better than war, war, war.” It had immediate problems with one of the main one being an American return to isolationism.  They refused to join.  This was a crushing blow to Wilson and symbolic of the views of many to his idealistic views for world peace.  
