                                         League of Nations/Collective Security

League of Nations Created After WWI

1919-20 - League of Nations was created

- idea of US President Woodrow Wilson; devised 14 points he felt would sustain World Peace. Points reflected the causes of war and nationalistic/border problems that lead to World War I. Final 14th point was the creation of an international organization.

Problems with League of Nations

(1) Americans weren’t members (isolationists – immigrant population)

(2) Major world powers not initial members or quit in protest. 



Japan invaded Manchuria

Italy invaded Aboynnia (present day Ethiopia)

(3) Members of League of Nations were not willing to act on crisis issues

(4) The League of Nations had no real power as an international force (military)

(5)  League of Nations could only make “empty” threats

Because of the failure of the league of nations and the mistakes of the peace process after WWI the world was plunged into a second World War in 1939.

Before WWII ended world leaders said they would not repeat the disaster of the league of nations and laid the ground work for an international organization (even before the war ended).

There was an emphasis on collective security instead of the treaty system (Alliances).

