UNIT 2: CHALLENGES & CHANGES
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UNIT 2:  CHALLENGES AND CHANGES

2.1.1
Terms


Marxism:  economic and political philosophy named for Karl Marx.  Marx believed capitalism in its current form (1800’s) was fundamentally corrupt.  He said the workers (proletariat) would eventually rise up against the capitalists (those who control the means of production).  He called them the bourgeoisie.  Marxism has had a profound impact on contemporary culture.  It was very appealing to workers because of the notion of equality and equal work and equal pay. It was incredibly frightening to upper classes.   Modern communism is based on it and most modern socialist theories derive from it.

Bolsheviks:  a group who split from the original Russian socialist movement in 1903.  The Bolsheviks (meaning majority) would develop into a small, tightly organized, revolutionary Marxist group led by Vladimir Lenin.  In November, 1917, they took control of a chaotic Russia and gained full control after a civil war.  They renamed themselves the Communist party of the Soviet Union.

February Revolution (Or March, see explanation at end): was widely supported (popular) and arose because of food and fuel shortages, continuing repression by the Tsarist government and military incompetence in WW1.  Riots broke out in Petrograd (St Petersburg today), which led to the abduction of Tsar Nicholas II and the formation of a provisional government, made up of liberals and a few social democrats.  
Which month was which?  February or March for the first Revolution? October or November for the second?  Depending upon which calendar you use it was February in Russia and March in the rest of Europe , but remember there were only TWO separate incidents not FOUR, one in late winter, 1917 and one in the autumn of 1917.  The Russians were still using the old Julian calendar.  The rest of Europe had started using the Gregorian calendar in the late 16th century.  This was another source of frustration for many Russians who felt they were literally “behind the times.”The first revolution was a popular (widely supported) revolution, the second was a political revolution, orchestrated by the Bolsheviks only.  They wanted control.

Provisional Government:  the temporary government established in Russian after the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II; led by Alexander Kerensky. (It made two major mistakes, stayed in the war and postponed much needed reform.
Petrograd Soviet:  a council of workers, soldiers, and intellectuals formed by Russian revolutionaries in the city of Petrograd (led by Trotsky). They undermine the power of the Provisional government.
October Revolution (Or November see explanation above):  was a political revolution, it involved a coup on the night of October 25/26 (Nov 6/7).  Bolshevik workers and sailors seized the government buildings and the Winter Palace in Petrograd. The leaders of this revolution were Lenin and Trotsky.

Collectivization:  Stalin’s plan to create an agricultural cooperative through consolidation of peasant villages into state-controlled collective farms, detrimental to the kulaks, eliminates private enterprise.

Kulaks:  Russian peasants who became prosperous farmers of mid-size farms as a result of agrarian reforms in 1906 who were “eliminated” in 1929 by Stalin because of their opposition to collectivisation.

Stalin Purges:  the removal of suspected enemies from the Communist Party and the Soviet Union by Stalin.  Between 1935 and 1938, an estimated 11 million people were sent to labour camps (gulags) or were executed in the purge known as the Great Terror.

2.1.2
Ideas of Marxism

1. 


Marxism:  put forth by Karl Marx (1818-1883), a German philosopher, it involves a theory and practice of socialism (the state or people own the means of production not the capitalists) including the labour theory of value (labour creates all wealth; labourers are entitled to it; the class struggle (working class vs. owning class) and dictatorship of the proletariat (working class run society) until the establishment of a classless society through revolution or radical change. Keep in mind Marx’s ideas were just that, they never materialized or were put into practice anywhere in Europe.  Lenin simplified them (Peace, Land, Bread) and hoped they would take root in Russia.
A) Relations between social classes

Marx viewed the structure of society in relation to its major classes and the struggle between them as the force for change.  A class is defined by the ownership of property.  Such ownership allows a person with power to exclude others from the property and to use it for personal purposes

Class is thus determined by property, not by income or status.  Each class has its interests and are in opposition with each other.  Thus they will be in conflict.  The division between classes will widen and the condition of the exploited worker will deteriorate so badly that social structure collapses; the class struggle is transformed into a proletarian (workers) revolution.  The workers success in this revolution will eliminate the basis for class division in property through public ownership of the means of production (socialism).  

B) Work and Economic Value

According to Marx’s theory, the more labour or labour time goes into an object, the more it is worth.  Marx defined value as, “consumed labour time” and stated “all goods, considered economically, are only the product of labour and cost nothing except labour.”

Here is an example of how the labour theory of value works; a worker in a factory is given $30 worth of material and after working 3 hours, producing a good and using $10 worth of fuel to run a machine, he creates a product which is sold for $100.

According to Marx, the labour and only the labour of the worker increased the value of the natural materials to $100.  The worker is justly entitled to a $60 payment, or $20 per hour.

If the worker is employed by a factory owner who pays him only $5 per hour, according to Marx the $5/hr factory owner receives is simply a rip-off.  The factory owner has done nothing to earn the money and the $5/hr he receives is “surplus value”, representing exploitation of the worker.  Even the tools which the factory owner provided were, according to Marx, necessarily produced by other workers.

According to this theory, all profits are the rightful earnings of the workers, and when they are kept from the workers by the capitalists, workers are simply being robbed.  On the basis of this theory, Marx called for the elimination of profits, for workers to seize factories and for the overthrow of the “tyranny” of capitalism.

C) Bourgeoisie

The bourgeoisie or those who, “own the means of production”, and employ the proletariat (workers).  Means of production is basically anything that generates wealth, natural resources, tools, equipment etc..
D) Proletariat

The proletariat (working class) are, “those individuals who sell their labour and do not own the means of production”, whom he believed were responsible for creating wealth of a society (they physically build things like bridges, furniture, etc

2.1.3
Impact of discontent in pre-revolutionary Russian

There were a number of factors that contributed to discontent in Russia, which in turn led to revolution in 1917.  They include:
1) Autocratic Government of Tsar Nicholas II
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Autocracy is defined as government in which the ruler has unlimited power and authority.  In Russia, Nicholas II was an autocrat who stood high above his subjects.  He stated, “I shall maintain the principle of autocracy just as firmly and unflinchingly as it was preserved by my unforgettable dead father”.  Nicholas carried out policies like censorship and Russification (force people of different ethnic backgrounds to use Russian language and religion).  The heavy handed rule of Nicholas outraged the peasantry, as they were the ones who suffered the most under his rule.  Labour unrest and strong opposition from many groups within Russia began demanding reforms and a constitutional government.  People could no longer deal with the autocratic government/ruler of the country.

2) Plight of Peasants and Factory Workers

The peasants were the bulk of Russian citizenry but they were kept, legally and socially segregated from the other social groups in Russian society.  They felt worthless within their own country.  They held no land or rights, living conditions were poor, and they were treated like slaves.  They were a repressed group without a voice but started to identify with their local area and not “Mother Russia”.  Their plight spawned a revolution that was driven by the desire to improve their lives.

The factory worker faced oppressive working conditions and had no rights or union representation.  They wanted civil liberties and representation in government.  Their desire drove them to become organized into councils of workers (Soviets) to represent and fight for their cause.  The oppressive conditions also turned this group against the ruling power to a point where they were willing to protest and openly oppose the Tsar.

3) Political reform demands of Liberals and Marxist

The liberals, middle class people, were the most moderate of opposition groups.  Their aim was to introduce parliamentary democracy to Russia.  Their actions were peaceful, not revolutionary.  This group did achieve some success but only with the help of the actions of the more revolutionary peasants and workers.  However, the successes were short lived

The Marxist’s aim was to remove the Tsar and the autocracy and replace them with small councils to represent the ordinary people and control the means of production.  This group was divided into the Bolsheviks (wanted violent revolution under the guidance of a small elite group lead by one man – Lenin) and the Mensheviks (wanted a revolution through democratic means and not under the control of one man).

Many of these people were persecuted, deported  to Siberia or forced into exile (like Lenin) and would not play their part until much later in the revolution.

4) Russo-Japanese War and WW1

War with Japan in 1905 was to help Nicholas II.  He hoped that victory would grow support for him and ease discontent at home.  However, a series of defeats dissolved support at home and made his government more unpopular.  He was being pressured to grant concessions to reformers to try to ease tensions.  At the same time workers protested for reforms and the 1905 Revolution occurred. (short lived)

WW1 turned out to be disastrous for the Tsar and a focal point for the Russian people in their cry for revolution.  By 1916 Russia was suffering great defeats and Tsar took command, he then became identified as the cause of the defeats.  At home the war effort was resulting in food shortages.  People were protesting the war and against the lack of action over food shortages.  People had had enough, they could not stomach the fact of fighting a war while people at home were starving and millions of men were dying on the front lines.  The Tsar was to blame for it all and they wanted it to end.

5) Influence of Grigori Rasputin
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As the Tsar was on the front lines he left the Tsarina in control at home.  However, she was under the influence of a peasant holy man named Rasputin.  He gained the confidence of the Tsarina by helping her son curing his haemophilia (for a definition and explanation of the connection to royal families of Europe see this link BUT REMEMBER THIS IS NOT IN THE CURRICULUM SO DON’T STUDY THIS,  JUST THOUGHT YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haemophilia#European_royalty).  As a result, he assumed significant power in the government.  However, he became linked to the monarchy in the eyes of the people and was associated with their repressive actions.  His evil reputation, personal excesses and closeness to the monarchy further destroyed the image of the Tsar in the eyes of the people.  He was so influential that members of the Tsars government conspired to kill him.

2.1.4
Downfall of Provisional Government
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Alexander Kerensky

The Provisional Government, lead by Kerensky, came into existence in March 1917 after the Tsar stepped down.  However, they encountered problems immediately for two basic reasons: they continued the war effort and did little to improve the life of the peasants/factory workers.

The Provisional Government’s biggest mistake was that they tried to stay in the war and to keep the peasants form taking the land.  These after all, were two of the main reasons there was a revolution in the first place.  Half hearted attempts to impose this policy by force just further undermined their position.  The workers were alienated because the Provisional Government failed to provide an adequate supply of the bread to the cities, they were also facing fears of increased unemployment .  Many soldiers were bitter from seeing many comrades die as a result of their general’s incompetence.  They began to see no sense in giving their lives to fight for a government who could not even provide adequate supplies.  The Provisional Government was facing a widespread popular movement and, as this included the soldiers, by October the government could not even resort to force to keep power.

Its authority was further undermined by the Petrograd Soviet who envisioned a different path for governing Russia after the abdication of the Czar.  All of these factors ultimately lead to its failure with the second revolution, often referred to as the Bolshevik revolution because of the desire of those opposed to Kerensky to seize power.  As a footnote, Kerensky remained one of last surviving leaders of the original revolution.  He died in New York City in 1970, having lived most of his life after exile teaching in US universities.
2.1.5
Role of Political Leaders in the Revolution

A number of people played significant roles in determining the fate of Russian during 1917, the most influential of these were the following;

1)  Nicholas II: (See picture above) He was poorly prepared for his role as Tsar.  Nicholas and his government were out of touch with the Russian people and few steps were taken to meet the demands from them.  He rejected most attempts at reform and distrusted advice from parliament (Duma).  During the war he tried to rally the troops but could not. He even went to the front to personally lead his army.  Not formally trained in the ways of the military, this proved to be a huge mistake.  People now blamed him personally for the disastrous war effort.  As a result of his poor leadership, there were riots, strikes, and mutinies among the people.  They called for peace, land and bread.  His actions or inactions alienated the people of Russia to a point where they had no other option but to revolt. Further aggravating this situation was the reluctance of the Czarina to express to her husband the growing unrest in the cities.
2) Alexander Kerensky: (see picture above) He was an outspoken opponent of the Tsar’s rule prior to the February (March) Revolution.  He became one of the two leaders of the Provisional Government.  Kerensky introduced some new reforms but did not agree to redistribute land to peasants and supported the continuation of the war.  As a result, the people newer got behind the government.  He also took command of the army, leading them to many defeats.  He alienated generals to the point where they no longer wished to fight/follow his orders.  These actions left the Provisional Government powerless and Russia ripe for revolution.  He escaped the October (November) revolt, attempted to reorganize resistance to Lenin but failed and eventually fled Russia.
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Leon Trotsky:  
He played a fundamental role in the Revolution of 1917, together with Lenin.  A close associate of Lenin, he was chosen to lead the Petrograd Soviet.  He was a brilliant organizer and helped Lenin plot the Bolshevik takeover of power.  He played a particularly important role in building up the Red Army, without which the revolution would have been crushed.  He continued to lead the Red Army against the forces opposing them in the time following the initial takeover of power.  He was eventually exiled from The Soviet Union after the power struggle for control of the party after Lenin’s death despite being Lenin’s personal choice to succeed him. He constantly criticized Stalin’s leadership which ultimately cost him his life.  Stalin’s henchmen assassinated Trotsky in Mexico in 1940.
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Vladimir Lenin:  
He formed the Bolshevik party in the early 1900’s, by April 1917 they had relatively few members.  However, Lenin skilfully built support for the party on his return to Russia (he had been exiled).  He wrote articles calling upon reform and critizing the Provisional Government.  He demanded an end to the war and demanded that peasants be allowed to “take over the entire land immediately.”  These demands gained him great support from the people in Russia.  He, along with Trotsky, devised a plan for the takeover of the government.  By Nov 1917 he led a relatively small group of exiles (with the help of workers, sailors, and soldiers) and engineered the first communist revolution in history.

2.1.6
Events and Outcome of Russian Civil War

After the Bolshevik takeover, Russia was plunged into a serious civil war (1918-1921).  The Bolsheviks faced opposition to their rule from a variety of groups (20-30) including socialists and monarchists (these loyal to the king).  The Bolsheviks were known as the Reds and those who wanted to overthrow them were the whites.

Major Events

· 1918:  Tsar and family put to death

· 1919:  Red Army defeat white forces led by Admiral Kolchak

· 1919:  British, French, American troops went home

· 1920:  The last of the White Army was defeated in the Crimea

· 1921:  Red Army pushes forces back  to Poland

The Reds were ultimately successful in defeating the Whites.  The success was mainly due to the Red Army, which was brilliantly organized and led by Trotsky.  The Red Army had the support of a large number of peasants and workers.  In contrast, the Whites were disunited and disorganized and were not supported by the peasants who regarded the whites as the landlord class.

As a result of the vast lands of Russia were now firmly under the control of the new Communist regime.  The lasting result of the civil war and allied intervention was a deep distrust on the part of the Communist towards the west, which would last for 70 years.

The United States, France, Britain fought against the Reds along with the Whites.  Therefore, when the Reds won they distrusted those people who had helped the Whites.

2.1.7
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk and War Communism Aid Lenin

War Communism was Lenin’s philosophy of control during the civil war. 

 How did it work?  Factories with more than 10 workers were taken over by the country which decided what each factory would produce.  Also, the government allowed money to lose its value over time.

What were the results of war communism?  The government managed to feed and equip the Red Army.  Peasants stopped producing surplus food since they could no longer sell it.  The Red Army seized all grain.  The peasants then burnt and destroyed all grain and livestock rather than give it to the government, leading to falling production. (1913 - 80 million tonnes; 1921 – 37.6 million tonnes)

As soon as he gained power in Russia, Lenin decided he had to get Russia out of the war.  He signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk.  This treaty resulted in Russia giving up major concessions to Germany in exchange for peace.  Taking the country out of the war Lenin removed some of the threats that were facing him.  Also, it gave him the opportunity to consolidate Bolshevik control and defeat the opposition.  Another factor which aided Lenin concerned supplying his forces.  To gain control and win the war, he had to try and control all aspects of the economy.  He decided to do the following things;

· Factories were nationalized

· Military discipline in factories

· Strikes were made illegal

· Surplus food was handed over to the government

· Rationing was introduced

These actions brought things under direct control of the new government.  Lenin now had the country in his hands.  The measures he had taken did not produce a well rounded economy but it did succeed in meeting the immediate and minimal needs of the Communist State during the civil war period.  War Communism introduced an element of system and order into the general picture or unmanageable chaos.  Lenin achieved the control and stability he desperately needed.

2.1.8
NEP (New Economic Policy) and Stalin’s 5 Year Plan

War Communism had helped Lenin win the civil war, however, these policies resulted in declines in agricultural and industrial production.  The general population had suffered greatly and unrest erupted.  To combat the poor economy and ease tension, Lenin introduced the NEP.  He realized that the communist revolution was threatened and he had to create incentives for workers and farmers to work more efficiently.

Most of the policies under war communism were repeated and new policies, capitalist policies, were introduced.  Under the NEP;

· Some of the ownership of small industry was permitted

· Farmers could sell excess produce for profit

· Rights of private ownership were reinstated

· Some foreign investment was allowed

The policies resulted in;

· Industrial production increased

· Russian standard of living increased

· Made the new government more acceptable to the people
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Joseph Stalin

When Joseph Stalin came to power he decided that the NEP was no longer serving his needs.  He felt the ideas of NEP ran contrary to the ideas of socialism.  The idea of individual profit and lack of central control troubled him greatly.  As a result, he developed 5 year plans which called for rapid industrialization of the economy and a restructuring of the agricultural industry under state control.  He feared Russia would fall behind the world powers (USA, Britain, France, etc).  So he introduced the policies of Industrialization and Collectivism.

Industrialization

Heavy industry (building steel mills, electric power stations, oil refineries, etc) became the focus of Stalin during this time.  Stalin knew many regions of the USSR were backward and they needed armaments (war weapons) to define the country and they were behind other countries in development.  He believed successes could serve as useful propaganda for communism and that an industrialized nation meant a strong nation.

Industrialization resulted in huge increases in production, between 1927-1937 in the areas of electricity (up 5 – 36 000 mkw), coal (up 35 – 128 m tonnes), steel (up 4 – 18 tonnes) and oil production tripled.  Many achievements were made including; new cities, dam/hydroelectric plants, transportation and communications.  Also, there were improvements in education and medicine.  However, the cost of this success was great and the system was poorly organized (inefficient, duplication of effort, waste).  The quality of goods was often poor, costly projects served no purpose as they became show pieces.  Finally, there was tremendous sacrifice in human terms; slave labour, no human rights, labour camps, many accidents and deaths and people were punished severely if they failed to meet production goals.

Collectivism

Stalin believed that agriculture in his country was operating in a “backward” fashion, (no machinery, too small, inefficient, mainly subsistence in nature) that food was needed for workers in towns, the NEP was not working, cash crops were needed and the Kulaks had to go (not communist, had private wealth).  He ordered all peasants to give up their land and farm animals and form collective farms (large government enterprises where peasants were supposed to be paid for the work they did).

Goals of collectivism;

· Increase food production by introducing machinery

· Give government control over farm production

· Free people from farming to go to work in industry

· Extend socialism to the countryside

Most peasants opposed collectivism; the stiffest resistance came from the Kulaks.  They protested by destroying livestock and crops.  Stalin responded harshly as millions were eliminated (10 -20 million) by execution or they were sent to forced labour camps in Siberia.  There were some successes; more modern methods by 1937, 97 million tonnes of cash crops, 17 million peasants moved to towns and complete communist control.  However, in the beginning farm production fell and there was a famine which led to widespread starvation.  It was not a perfect system but Stalin achieved his goals. (Stalin did not want the Kulaks to have any power)

2.1.9
Stalin’s Methods of Control

To secure absolute control over his own party and the population in general Stalin began the purges.  He targeted anyone who did not follow his line of thinking and were opposed to his viewpoints.  He believed Russia had to be united, with him as a leader, if it was to be strong.  Also, he became increasingly paranoid and power mad which intensified his attacks.  He used the secret police, the Checka, which became the OGPU (1922), then NKVO (1934) to carry out his work.

First Purges:  1930-1933 targeted anyone who opposed industrialization and the Kulaks who opposed collectivism.

Great Purges:  1934-1939

1) Political Opponents 1934 – Kirov, rival of Stalin, was murdered.  Stalin believed to have ordered it.  He used it as an opportunity to arrest thousands of his opponents.

2) 1934-1939 – Political opponents were put on “show trials” where they pleaded guilty to impossible charges of treason

3) In the army (1937) the Commander-In –Chief of the Red Army and 7 leading generals were shot.  In 1938-39 all the Admirals and ½ the Army’s officers were executed or imprisoned.

4) The church religious leaders were imprisoned and churches were closed down.

5) Stalin enforced Russification on ethnic groups all over the Soviet Union.

6) Ordinary people were denounced, arrested, sent to the Gulag (system of labour camps), 20 million Russians died.  People lived in fear.  Those who were loyal to Stalin received the best jobs, houses, holidays, etc.

Cult of Stalin

The use of propaganda created an image of Stalin as a hero and great leader of the people.  The following things were done to achieve this;
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Picture  of Stalin as “The Father of Communism”

·  Pictures, statues, etc, were erected showing Stalin in a favourable light

· He was given continuous praise and applause in publications

· Mothers taught their children that Stalin was “the wisest man of the age”

· History books and photographs were changed to make Stalin look good

2.2.1
Terms

Weimar Republic:  the ruling government in Germany directly after WW1, refers to a state in which power rests with the people or their representatives; formed in city of Weimar; forced to sign the Treaty of Versailles.

Munich Beer Hall Putch:  occurred in 1923 as Hitler attempted to overthrow the Weimar government and establish a right wing nationalistic one in its place.

New Deal:  In response to the Great Depression, in his first 100 days, Franklin D. Roosevelt acted quickly to restore the people’s faith in their government by reforming banks, cutting spending and repealing prohibition.  His subsequent, “alphabet agencies” like the civilian conservation corps and the Tennessee Valley Authority gave many Americans a chance for a job and relief from starvation.

Enabling Act:  This act was passed in March, 1935 and gave Hitler the power to pass laws without the consent of the Reichstag (parliament) or president for 4 years.  Hitler used his powers to eradicate all political opposition, guaranteeing that the Enabling Act would continue indefinitely, thus making Hitler dictator for life.

Gestapo:  the secret police of Nazi Germany that was notorious for brutality and terrorist methods.

Anti-Semitism:  form of prejudice against the Jewish people that ranged from apathy to violent hatred and murder.

Nuremburg Laws:  Nazi legislation in 1935 that reduced all Jewish people in Germany to second-class citizens.

Kristallnacht:  the November 9th, 1938 attack by German Nazis on Jewish communities across Germany; also known as, “the night of broken glass”, the violence marked an escalation in the Nazi plan of Jewish persecution.

March On Rome:  the means by which Mussolini came to power in Italy in 1922; a government crisis and threat of civil war enabled him to demand the formation of a fascist government to restore order.  On October 24, 1922 Mussolini was invited to come to Rome to take power.  The march was a propaganda myth as Mussolini traveled overnight by train from Milan to Rome, where he formed a government on October 20th.  Some 20 000 fascist Black Shirts were also transported to the city where they marched in a ceremonial parade October 30th.

Mien Kampf:  a book dedicated by Hitler to his deputy, Rudolf Hess, during their imprisonment in a Bavarian fortress for attempting the 1923 Munich Beer Hall Putch, part autobiography, part political philosophy, the book presents Hitler’s ideas of German expansion, anti-communism, anti-Semitism, and formed the blueprint for the racist ideology of National Socialism.

2.2.2
Fascism 

Fascism is a movement or political philosophy emphasizing national and racial superiority and a centralized, autocratic government headed by a dictator.  Its characteristics include;

1) Extreme Nationalism:  Fascists leaders demanded unquestioned loyalty and service to the nation-state.  A strong state, they argued, had every right to overcome a weaker state.  Their clear sense of superiority to others often involved returning a failed nation back to the glories of the past.  Glorification of the state was key as Mussolini stated, “Everything in the state, nothing outside the state, nothing against the state.”

2) Dictatorship:  Fascist parties promote the cult of the leader and absolute obedience to that persons wishes.  They condemn democracy because they believe rival political parties destroy the unity of the state.  They swear loyalty to one person who becomes the voice of the nation and represents the entire power of the nation.(Hitler – Germany; Mussolini – Italy)

3) Economic Self Sufficiency:  Fascism promoted self sufficiency within a nation by concentrating on building the nation and limiting dependence on other nations.  Public works programs, increased manufacturing, housing programs, and improving infrastructure (road building, etc) helped to reduce unemployment.  Other policies such as minimizing imports and maximizing exports strengthened the economy.  Hitler went so far as to encourage scientist to develop materials (synthetic rubber, plastics, etc) that would lessen Germany’s dependence on raw materials from other countries.

4) Military Strength and War:  Fascist emphasized militarism.  They believed aggression represented action, while the desire for peace merely indicated weakness.  The military had to be strong, sizable, and well trained.  Military training was introduced at an early age and the young recruits were taught the virtue of obedience to the ruler.  Much effort was put into growing the military and building up supplies and materials for them to use.  Fascist felt war was something which was inevitable, even necessary if they were to achieve the greatness they desired.   Thus, they were always preparing for it.

2.2.3
Mussolini’s rise to power

Mussolini’s rise to power was partly his own doing but other important factors included the following;

1) Economic Difficulties:  The economic conditions of the 1920’s did much to encourage support for extremist parties like the Fascist.  This was mainly due to Italy’s war debts and problems of reconstruction, as well as the devaluation of the Lire.  The working class voter’s wages remained at prewar levels while prices increased.  As a result, more support was created for left wing parties (socialist).  Mussolini gained support from this by saying it could lead to social revolution which increased his support with the middle classes who feared socialism.

2) Weakness of coalition governments:  In the period following WW1 Italy had a series of coalition governments (# of parties get together to form a government).  These governments were generally weak, having little power to make any significant moves.  The unrest in the countryside and the general strikes could not be handled by these governments.  The governments in power even went to the extreme of asking the Fascists to handle these difficult situations.  Consequently, the Fascist increased their influence and gained popular support.

3) Industrialist’s fear of Socialism and Communism:  Italian industrialist had seen what had happened to Russia with the arrival of communism.  They did not want to suffer the same fate they knew they would if communism came to Italy.  The Fascists believed in and supported private enterprise.  The industrialists wanted to maintain their wealth and thus put their support behind the Fascists.  Wealthy landowners also gave support to Mussolini.  Italians were willing to give in to the idea of Fascism to prevent ruin by the coming  of Communism.

2.2.4
Problems for the Weimar Republic

Two days prior to the end of WW1, Germany became a republic and the new government held its first assembly in the town of Weimar.  From the start this new government faced problems, most importantly the problems resulting from the Treaty of Versailles, economic difficulties, and threats from opposition communist parties.

Upon signing the Treaty of Versailles, the government was immediately discredited and many Germans felt they had been, “stabbed in the back”, by those in the Weimar Government.  People were upset over the “war guilt” clause feeling their national pride was wounded.  Also, the reparations and restrictions on the military (severely weakened), in their eyes, reduced their country to nothing and left them open and vulnerable.

The republic faced severe economic difficulties resulting from the treaty, which resulted in severe hardships for the people. The country had to pay massive reparations, forcing them to print more money.  This in turn led to the devaluation of the Mark and hyperinflation.  For the German people money became worthless, food prices soared and people lost their savings.  The arrival of the Great Depression increased this level of hardship.  Everyone in Germany blamed the Weimar Government as discontent among them swelled.

As a result of these problems another arose, the government was faced with the growing popularity of the communist.  People wanted to get rid of the Weimar government, rebellion was in the air.  As in Italy the business class feared this and wanted to crush the communist.  By the late 20’s the communists had become a strong political force which caused difficulties for the Weimar on 2 fronts ( pressure from business to deal with them and growing power of communist coming from the lower classes)

2.2.5
The causes of the Great Depression

Everyone associates the Great Depression with the stock market crash of 1929.  However, this was not the root cause of the depression but only a spark.  Other factors leading to the event included;

1) Over Production and Over Expansion by Business:  The good economic times of the 1920’s resulted in businesses expanding quickly in order to meet market demands.  However, by the late 20’s they were running out of customers (ex:  everyone who wanted a fridge had one) and the market became saturated.  There was a growing surplus of manufactured goods resulting in high inventories (not being able to sell products).  This meant companies had a high debt, folded and laid off workers.  All of this weakened the economy.

2) Consumer Overspending With Credit During the 20’s:  In the late 1920’s people were being urged to buy everything on credit.  Companies wanted to sell their products faster so having people buy things on credit was the answer.  People bought fridges, stoves and furniture using credit by placing a small down payment and then paying the rest over time.  The problem with this was that by the late 20’s people owed a lot of money.  Payments on their purchases were due and the people did not have enough money to pay for it all.  In the end people lost these things and companies lost money, severely hurting the economy.

3) Impact of High Tariffs On International Trade:  High tariffs between nations created barriers to trade.  As each nation faced and economic downturn, it rushed to raise trade barriers to protect its own industries and workers.  As a result of these tariffs, economic growth was strangled, stalling the economy magnifying the problem.

4) Too Many Purchases of Stock on Credit:  As U.S industry boomed, company shares went up.  Millions of people were encouraged to buy shares based on confidence that prices would continue to rise (speculation).  Many people (speculators) bought shares on the margin, meaning they only paid 10% of the full price and paid the rest from profits on the stock.  However, when money became scarce, people needed their cash so they sold their stock.  As people sold their shares, confidence in the stock market fell, resulting in a great dip in prices.  People did not have enough money to pay for the stocks they bought (10% payment) because they were not receiving full price for the stock.  Thus the market crashed.

2.2.6
Music, Art, Literature, and Fashion of the Great Depression 

See handouts to discuss impact of depression on daily lives of citizens,

2.2.7
Domestic Policies of Mussolini and Hitler

Mussolini and Hitler both wished to establish totalitarian regimes within their respective countries.  To accomplish this both men introduced domestic policies which restricted freedoms of people/groups and concentrated power in themselves.

Mussolini adopted several policies, two of which were the abolition of all political parties except the Fascist Party and the censorship of the press.  When Mussolini took control of Italy he quickly removed all opposition political parties by outlawing them and stripping them of any power or influence.  He made it illegal for any other political party to exist.  Also, Mussolini took control of all press venues within Italy.  He ensured that no negative or damaging new items made it into the newspapers or radio broadcasts.  Only stories which showed the government and Mussolini in a positive light made it to the public.  Those who disobeyed or broke from the rules were severely punished.

Hitler also introduced similar totalitarian policies to gain control of his country.  Hitler also banned all political parties except the Nazi party.  Once he had earned the most seats in parliament and became Chancellor, other political parties were outlawed and disbanded.  Those who were  opposed to the normal extinction of their parties were dealt with by another of Hitler’s domestic policies, the Gestapo.  The Gestapo were Hitler’s secret police force.  Their original purpose was to purge Germany of any political opposition to the government.  This police force took whatever actions were necessary to remove anyone who spoke out, wrote or took action against Hitler.

2.2.8
Nazi Persecution Policies

Once Hitler came into power, he almost immediately began to show his true colours.  It was his belief that anyone who was not a true German was a menace to society and did not fit into or have a role in German society.  He persecuted many groups including homosexuals, gypsies, religious minorities, communists and the Jewish people.

A) Homosexuals:  Nazi’s believed homosexuality was promoted by the Jews to undermine the “master race”.  They did not seek to kill the homosexuals; they attempted to terrorize them into sexual and social conformity.  Homosexuals were arrested and deported to concentration camps, where they were harshly treated and were used as guinea pigs for experiments.  Hitler’s first action against them was to close down gay bars.  Homosexuals were called a threat to the “disciplined masculinity” of Germany and “enemies of the state”.

More than 100 000 were arrested, 50 000 served prison terms as convicted homosexuals, while others were institutionalized in mental hospitals and some were castrated.  Between 5 and 15 thousand were imprisoned in concentration camps where they died from starvation, disease, beatings and murder.

B) Gypsies:  The gypsies were seen as social “subhuman beings”, and members of a “lower race”.  In 1937, they were forced into concentration camps, here they were worked to death as slave labourers in the camp quarry or in arms factories.  They were tortured, shot and hanged.  Nazi’s believed they were diseased.  As early as 1933 they were being forcibly sterilized by the Nazis to stop the spread of disease by reproduction.  In the 1940’s , there were large scale round ups and Gypsy camps were purged through a program of liquidation (forced to dig own grave, then placed in gas chambers).  From 1935 to the end of the war, 1.5 million were murdered.

C) Religion:  Hitler and the Nazis felt that religious minority groups were a threat to them.  Groups like the Jehovah’s Witnesses were persecuted and banned from practicing.  They were arrested, sent to concentration camps, lost their jobs in both private and public areas and were denied unemployment, social welfare and pension.  Children were taken from their parents and sent to orphanages, reform school and Nazi homes to be raised as Nazis.  In camps they wore purple triangles, many died of disease, hunger, exhaustion and at least 25% of them died.

D) Communists:  Hitler’s initial tactic against the communist was to make people fear them.  Communists were portrayed as “evil”  by Hitler in order to convince the people that Hitler was the only true safe option.  Leaflets were created accusing communists of killing its citizens and burning their homes.  Once in power, Hitler outlawed communism, making it illegal to practice in Germany.  Communists were eliminated from Germany’s political landscape.

E) Jews:  Nazi persecution of the Jewish people was forcibly promoted by Hitler.  In 1933 they were expelled from all government jobs, teaching and the practice of law and medicine.  In 1935 the Nuremburg Laws legally defined the Jews as “non-citizens/stateless people.”  Marriages of Jews were banned and Jewish shops were forced to close.  Synagogues were shut down and Jewish property was confiscated.  

Harsher treatment started after November 1938 when a Jewish youth murdered a German diplomat in Paris.  On November 9th, 1938 Jewish communities were attacked, everything was burned, and people were beaten and murdered.  The Jews were forced to pay for all damages (caused by the Nazis).  It was called the “night of broken glass’ or Kristallnacht.  

When the war started millions of Jews were rounded up, stripped of all possessions (even silver/gold fillings in teeth), sent to concentration camps, forced into ghettos, then ultimately to death camps, where 6 million eventually were killed.

